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NICARAGUA. 

By  Consul   Andre^v   J.   McCounico,    Corluto. 

There  was  little  improvement  commercially  and  industrially  in 
the  conditions  of  Nicaragua  during  1916  as  compared  with  1015 
despite  the  fact  that  the  total  foreign  trade  for  the  calendar  year 
1916  amounted  to  $10,062,460,  an  increase  of  30  per  cent.  Both 
imports  and  exports  showed  an  increase,  the  former  51  per 'cent,  the 
latter  16  per  cent. 

The  crops  of  com,  beans,  and  sugar  Avere  good,  and  imports  of 
most  food  products  were  slightly  lower  than  for  the  year  1915. 
There  Avas  a  marked  increase  in  the  purchase  of  certain  commodities, 
and  during  the  early  part  of  1916  the  customs  returns  showed 
faA'orable  gains,  due  primarily  to  the  depletion  of  stocks  in  many 
of  the  mercantile  and  commercial  houses.  During  1915  purchases 
were  noticeably  light;  replenishment  AA'as  therefore  necessary  during 
1916,  Coordinate  with  this  necessity  Avas  the  prospect  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  canal  treaty  AA'ould  soon  be  aA^ailable  and  more  money 
would  be  in  circulation. 

In  general,  business  during  the  early  part  and  the  middle  of  the 
year  AA-as  good,  but  during  the  latter  part  of  1916  the  moA'ement  of 
merchandise  Avas  A'ery  restricted. 

Total  Foreign  Trade  by  Countries. 

The  folloAving  table  giA-es  the  Aalue  of  the  imports  into  and  exports 
from  Nicaragua  by  countries  for  the  years  1915  and  1916 : 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1915 

1916 

1915               1916 

United  States 

$2,  .592, 799 

302,294 

138,218 

43,962 

20, 247 

4,030 

914 

2,106 

3,059 

$3,855,900 

010, 542 

202,205 

34,246 

29, 399 

4,196 

1,381 

8,516 

9.288 

$3,079,810       .$3,730,952 

United  Kingdom 

438, 500              37, 9.55 

France 

600, 684             925, 744 

Italy 

274,312            2.53,512 

Spam 

,35,217               27,137 

Costa  Rica 

6,  .571                 3,497 

Guatemala 

3,623              14,  ,549 

17,438                8,169 

Salvador . 

10, 134              23, 137 

China 

196  \             '   39 
51,395            21.886 

12,766    

88,147            260,210 

Total '     3,1.50,220,     4,777,598}     4,567,202  1      5,284,802. 
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The  folloAving  .figures  indicate  the  distribution  of  Nicaragua's 
foreign  commerce  according  to  districts  and  ports  of  arrival  and  de- 
parture: 


Port.s. 

1915 

1916 

Ports, 

1915 

1916 

IMPORTS. 

Eastern  Nicaragua: 

Bluefields 

$1,001,650 
143,497 

1,839,933 
174, 140 

SI,  373, 731 
179, 707 

2,942,330 
281.830 

EXPORTS. 

Eastern  Nicaragua: 

Bluefields 

$1,084,590 

SI   .^19  l.i^ 

other  ports.. .          .  . 

Other  ports. 

124,849            176,368 
3,142,026         3,091,748 

Western  Nicaragua: 

Corinto.             

Western  Nicaragua: 
Corinto . 

San  Jimn  del  Sur 

San  Juan  del  Sur 

Total 

215,737            104,594 

Total _,... 

3, 159, 220 

4,  777. 598 

4,567,202 

5,284,863 

Exports  for  1915  and  1916  Compared. 

The  vahie  of  the  articles  exported  from  Nicaragua  in  1915  and 
1916  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Bananas 

$371,947 
37,985 
11,942 
1,982,660 
31,105 
38,  .589 
49,601 

935,261 

471,408 
63, 405 

S493,567 

.57,578 

30,540 

2,170,786 

6, 774 

"'"16,095 

9.58,943 

4-57,502 
42  214 

Rubber 

.?173,473 
15,782 

6, 886 
l,4.i8 
3,924 

25.5,  .545 
4,235 

111,995 

$256,476 
248,411 

Coconuts 

Woods: 

Cedar .' 

Coffee 

10,614 
2,090 
1,.356 

Cotton 

Genizaro 

Dye  woods 

Mahogany 

343,763 

Gold  (amalgam,  bars,  con- 
centrates, dust,  precipi- 
tates, and  tailings) 

Hides  and  skins: 

15,734 

All  other  articles 

172,419 

Total 

4,567,202 

5, 284, 862 

Cattle 

Deer  skins 

Destination  of  Principal  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  proportion  of  the  principal  exports 
to  the  United  States  and  other  countries  in  1916 : 


Articles. 

United 

States. 

Other 
coimtries. 

Articles. 

United 

State.s. 

Other 
countries. 

Bananas 

$493,. 567 

20,009 

20,009 

826,770 

2,301 

958,943 

443,404 

41, 970 
90 

""$37  ,'569 
10. 531 

1,344,016 
13,794 

Rubber 

$255. 716 
22,273 
158,635 

10,614 

2,030 

1,356 

339,096 

15, 734 

74, 068 

$760 

Cacao 

Silver  (bars  and  concentrates) . 
Sugar 

Coconuts 

89,776 

Coffee 

Woods: 

Cedar 

Dyewoods 

Gold 

Genizaro 

60 

Hides  (cattle) 

14,098 
244 

Guyacan 

Skins: 

4,667 

Deer 

Nambar             

Other 

All  other  articles 

98,350 

The  prices  received  for  coffee  during  1916  were  practically  the 
same  as  during  1915.  The  German  market  remained  closed  and 
England's  purchases  amounted  to  only  $21,508.  France,  however, 
increased  its  purchases  of  coffee  to  $918,019,  taking  about  45  per 
cent  of  Nicaragua's  supply  for  1916,  and  approached  the  quantities 
usually  taken  in  normal  times.  Export  of  coffee  to  Italy  amounted 
to  $245,864.  Owing  to  lack  of  shipping  accommodations  to  Europe 
the  crop  was  slow  in  leaving  the  country.  Late  in  the  year  revised 
freight  rates  for  Euroj^e  showed  heavy  increases  in  surcharges.' 

The  sugar  crop  was  much  above  normal  in  western  Nicaragua,  and 
as  a  result  of  prevailing  high  prices  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
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about  3,000  tons  were  exported.  P'arin  lands  in  the  Leon  and  Chi- 
nandega  districts  offer  fair  returns  for  the  sugar  industry  at  present 
prices  of  sugar. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  TO  per  cent  of  the  exports  of  Nica- 
ragua in  1916  was  sent  to  the  United  States  and  18  per  cent  to  France. 
This  indicates  the  present  dependence  of  Nicaragua  upon  the  United 
States  in  the  sale  of  its  export  products. 

Principal  Articles  in  Import  Trade. 

The  import  trade  of  Nicaragua  is  confined  to  manufactured  articles 
almost  exclusivel}".  However,  wheat  flour,  rice,  corn,  and  beans  are 
imported,  although  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  the  climatic  conditions 
in  certain  sections  should  permit  sufficient  production  of  such  articles 
to  meet  local  demands. 

The  chief  articles  imported  consist  of  cotton  manufactures.  These 
constitute  about  24  per  cent  of  the  country's  imports,  practically  none 
being  produced  localh'.  Articles  imported  in  large  (juantities  in- 
clude cotton  drills,  ginghams,  and  prints;  bleached  muslins,  prints, 
and  drills  have  continued  to  arrive  in  quantities  from  England. 

Food  products  are  second  in  the  list  of  imports,  and  wheat  Hour 
comprises  nearly  40  per  cent  of  these.  Manufactures  of  iron  and  steel 
increased  during  191(5,  taking  third  place  in  the  list.  Chemicals  and 
pharmaceutical  products  comprised  10  per  cent  of  the  total  imports 
and  showed  decided  gains  over  1915.  The  United  States  made  re- 
markable gains  in  this  line,  and  increased  its  sales  from  $143,049  in 
1915  to  $304,757  in  191(3. 

Other  items  imported  are  leather,  arriving  from  the  United  States, 
and  jute  bags  for  coffee  and  sugar,  most  of  Avhich  come  from  Scot- 
land and  India. 

Value  of  Imports  for  1915  and  1916 — Imports  by  Countries. 

The  value  of  the  principal  imports  into  Nicaragua  for  1915  and  191(5 
is  shown  in  the  following  table,  with  a  statement  of  the  amcuint  from 
the  three  chief  supplying  countries  in  1916 : 


Articles. 


Bags  aud  bagginsr  fjuto) 

Breadstuffs: 

Corn 

Rice 

Wheat  flour 

other  (iucUiding  macaroni,  vermicelli  j 
Candles 


Carriages,  wagons,  and  parts: 

Carriages 3 

M''agons : j        1' 

Cement j      12] 

Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and  medicines I    ISi! 

Coffee I?: 

Copper,  and  manufactures  ol' 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Cloth 

Clotliing 

Thread 

other 

Dairy  products: 

Butter,  cheese,  aud  substitutes 

Milk  and  substitutes 

Karthenware,  chinaware,  and  porcelain 
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Articles. 


1915 


1916 


Total. 


United 
States. 


United 
Kingdom. 


Explosives: 

Dynamite 

Gunpowder,  etc 

Fibers,  vegetable,  manufactures  of 

Firearms 

Fish,  preserved 

Fruits,  canned  or  preserved 

Glass  and  glassware 

G old  and  silver,  manufactures  of 

Hats,  caps,  and  materials  for 

Instruments,  scientific 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Bars,  rods,  ingots,  castings,  etc 

Cutlery. 

Domestic  ware,  including  enamel  ware 

Macliinery— 

S  e  wing 

Other  macliiTiery 

Kails 

Sheet  and  plate 

Tools  and  implements 

Wire 

Another 

Jewelry 

Leather  and  tanned  skins 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of : 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other 

Linen  cloth , 

Meat  products: 

Lard ;.. 

Other 

Musical  instruments 

Oils: 

Benzine,  ga'soline,  and  naphtha 

Petroleum,  refined 

Other  mineral  oil 

Vegetable  oils 

Paints ,  pigments,  and  colors 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Books  and  printed  matter 

Surface-coated  and  writing  paper,  etc. 

Other 

Perfumery  and  toilet  preparations 

Eublier,  gutta-percha,  celluloid,  etc 

Silks,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cloth 

Clothing 

Other 

Soap 

Spirits,  malt  liquors,  etc.: 

Beer  and  malt  liquors 

Spirits 

wine 

Other,  including  mineral  water 

Sugar r 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

All  other. 

Vegetables: 

In  natural  state 

Preserved 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Lumber 

Other 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cloth 

Clothing 

All  other  articles 

Total 


S15 
22: 
16 
7: 
9: 
10: 
11 
20 

2.s: 


4 

6 

11 

8 
196 

5: 
13 
41 
34 
.W 

6 
.57; 

78 
9 

20 
23 


3, 159, 220 


S39 
22: 

28; 

5 
21 
17 
22, 

5 
27 

12 
9 
16 


302: 
52: 
30: 
62: 
31 


116 


8, 
68 
22 

15 
22 
280: 


114 
289 
596 
441 

974 
239 
640 
299 

030 
315 
.582 
531 
705 

300 
081 

762 
478 

618 
900 
413 

068 
976 
279 


S39,555 
22,419 
26,297 

2,697 
14, 968 
14,282 
21,453 

4,742 
16, 635 
13,399 

12,013 
8,306 
14,657 

5,752 
284,728 
52, 947 
29, 887 
46, 118 
30, 777 
78,012 
7,091 
115,933 

98, 869 
14,430 
3,559 

ll,So'J 
30,634 
7,071 

65, 843 
88,584 
57, 477 
85,663 
23,73Q 

6,066 
30,232 
16,  749 
19,470 
31,119 

10,512 
16,335 
7,773 
34,  .583 

37,339 
19,796 
9,217 
4,018 
10,202 

12,084 
13,289 

78,527 
13,654 

8,260 

68,877 
20,405 

6,926 

15,875 

253,998 


$127 

1,078 

2,642 

1,943 

3,214 

471 

9 

781 

43 

945 

494 

1,872 


12,935 

14 

719 

16,086 

139 

5,702 

107 

220 


2,563 
5,668 


850 
24 


695 

1,215 

297 

475 
1,081 

1,458 
808 
916 


309 

348 

20,711 

2,915 

10, 774 

738 

9,019 

6 

948 
153 

38 
1,304 

150 


4,556 
6,627 
11,648 


4,777,598  3,855,900 


610, 542 


Imi:)ov!ution  from  Germany  was  practically  discontinued,  drop- 
pir^:  from  a  total  of  $3(),9f31  in  1015  to  the  following  in  1916:  Candles, 
$313;  clothing,  $1;  paper,  $3.     The  principal  imports  from  Italy 
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were :  Chemicals,  $4,229 ;  cotton  manufactures,  $9,059 ;  hats  and  caps, 
$6,024 ;  machinery,  $4,473 ;  spirits  and  liquors,  $5,332. 

Increase  in  Imports  from  the  United  Sjtates. 

Importations  of  cotton  goods  increased  from  $592,205  in  1915  to 
$1,156,821  in  1916.  In  this  trade  the  United  Kingdom  is  the  chief 
competitor  of  the  United  States.  In  1916  the  United  States  furnished 
63.6  per  cent  and  the  United  Kingdom  26.2  per  cent  of  the  demands 
of  this  market  for  cotton  goods.  Practically  all  gray  sheetings  used 
are  of  American  manufacture,  but  there  is  still  a  preference  for 
British  bleached  goods,  American  prints  and  drills  are  coming 
more  and  more  into  favor  although  the  prices  are  higher  than  those 
of  the  British  products.  With  Germany  cut  off  from  this  market 
American-made  clothing  and  wearing  apparel  supply  the  require- 
ments of  Nicaragua. 

With  the  exception  of  rice,  practically  all  imports  of  breadstuffs 
and  grains  arrive  from  the  United  States.  The  very  cheap  rice  from 
Siam  and  China,  about  the  only  quality  found  in  western  Nicara- 
gua, is  imported  hj  way  of  San  Francisco. 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines  are  arriving  in  increasing  quan- 
tities fom  the  United  States.  However,  there  are  certain  lines  of 
medicines  and  drugs  from  France  upon  which  the  trade  still  de- 
pends. 

Importations  of  iron  and  steel  manufactures  increased  considerably 
during  the  year  1916,  practically  all  from  the  United  States.  The 
greater  proportion  of  this  increase  consisted  of  sugar  and  mining 
machinery,  although  the  United  States  has  extended  its  sales  in 
hardware  and  cutting  and  building  tools. 

Importations  of  leather  and  tanned  hides  from  the  United  States 
amounted  to  $115,933.  These  consisted  for  the  greater  part  of 
uppers,  sufficient  quantities  of  sole  leather  being  produced  in  Nica- 
ragua to  supply  local  demands. 

Oils,  both  vegetable  and  mineral,  are  imported  almost  exclusively 
from  the  United  States.  Other  commodities  coming  from  the  United 
States  are  cement,  canned  butter,  milk,  explosives,  boots  and  shoes, 
paper,  canned  meats,  and  vegetables. 

Opportunities  to  Increase  Trade. 

Nicaragua  uses  annually  175,000  sugar  sacks  of  100-pound  capacity 
and  150,000  coffee  sacks  of  150-pound  capacity.  This  demand  is  met 
almost  entirely  by  the  Calcutta  and  the  Dundee  jute  sack  mills,  the 
United  States  supplying  less  than  25  per  cent  of  such  importations. 
The  Nicaragua  market  also  offers  opportunities  to  American  manu- 
facturers of  the  following  lines :  Hardware,  cotton  prints,  drills, 
bleached  muslins,  cotton  spool  thread,  clothing  and  wearing  apparel, 
novelties,  earthenware,  china  and  glassware,  machinery,  perfumery, 
toilet  preparations,  blue  soap,  drugs,  and  medicines. 

Industrial  Development. 

During  the  year  1916  about  500  tons  of  mining  machiner}''  was  pur- 
chased for  the'  Grecia  Mine.  This  mine  has  a  ball  rnill  and  tube  mill 
with  35  tons  capacity  daily  and  uses  the  Dorr  continuous  system  of 
operation. 
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A  coffee-drying  machine,  slieller,  and  classifier  were  installed  at 
]\Iatagalpa.  Seventy  oxen  Avere  used  in  hauling  the  drying  drum 
from  the  railway  station  at  Leon  to  Matagalpa,  a  distance  of  120 
miles.  This  illustrates  the  difKculties  encountered  in  transporting 
heavy  machinery  over  the  trails  of  Nicaragua. 

An  oil-extracting  plant  was  installed  at  Leon,  but  so  far  the  plant 
has  not  commenced  operations. 

At  the  end  of  the  1915-16  sugar  crop  the  Nicaragua  Sugar  Estates 
(Ltd.)  determined  to  replace  its  old  sugar  mill  at  San  Antonio  with 
new  equipment.  The  designing  of  the  new"  plant  was  undertaken  by 
an  American  engineer.  The  new  equipment  consists  of  one  mill  34  by 
78  inches  (11  rolls),  one  6-foot  quadruple  effect,  two  11-foot  vacuum 
pans,  six  30-inch  centrifugals,  one  lO-horsepower  De  la  Vergne  en- 
gine, and  1,030-horsepower  B.  &  W.  oil-burning  boilers.  Sugar  test- 
ing 96  degrees  is  now  made,  and  plantation  white  sugar  will  be  made. 
The  capacity  of  the  mill  will  be  about  2,000  tons  of  cane  per  day.  All 
of  the  above-mentioned  machinery  and  equipment  was  of  American 
manufacture. 

Arrival  and  Departure  of  Vessels. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  collector  general  of  customs,  909 
ships  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  323,583  entered  the  five  ports 
of  Nicaragua  during  1916.  These  ports  are  Corinto  and  San  Juan 
del  Sur  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  San  Juan  del  Norte,  El  Bluff,  and 
Cabo  Gracias  a  Dios  on  the  Caribbean  coast.  Of  these  909  ships,  328 
Avere  steamships,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  306,848;  142  foreign 
sailing  ships,  with  a  tonnage  of  7,137 ;  and  439  national  sailing  ships, 
with  a  tonnage  of  9,603. 

At  Corinto  and  San  Juan  del  Sur  166  steamships,  with  an  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  248,166,  entered  and  cleared  during  1916.  For  the 
same  period  the  number  of  steamships  entering  and  clearing  at  the 
three  Caribbean  ports  was  162,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  only 
59,597.  Three  small  sailing  vessels  entered  at  Corinto  during  the 
year,  but  at  the  three  Caribbean  ports  139  foreign  sailing  ships,  wdth 
a  tonnage  of  7,137,  and  439  national  sailing  ships,  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  9,603,  entered  and  cleared. 

The  steamships  arriving  at  the  two  Pacific  ports  discharged  24,510 
gross  tons  of  cargo  and  took  on  14,878  gross  tons  of  native  products, 
in  1915,  19^754  gross  tons  of  cargo  were  discharged  at  the  two  Pacific 
ports  from  168  merchant  vessels  and  5  sailing  vessels,  and  10,904 
gross  tons  of  native  products  were  taken  as  cargo. 

The  number  of  American  merchant  ships  entering  and  clearing 
at  Corinto  during  1916  was  92,  with  a  registered  tonnage  of  118,372 ; 
and  at  San  Juan  del  Sur  the  American  ships  numbered  36,  Avith  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  50,986.  Sixty-two  merchant  vessels  arrived  at 
Corinto  during  1916  from  ports  in  the  United  States  and  54  vessels 
cleared  at  this  port  for  the  United  States.  Twenty-two  British  ships, 
with  a  registered  tonnage  of  14,306,  entered  and  cleared  at  Corinto 
in  1916,  and  six  ships  of  other  nationality,  with  an  aggregate  ton- 
nage of  10,471,  entered  and  cleared  during  the  same  period. 

Corinto  is  the  principal  port  of  Nicaragua,  the  aggregate  tonnage 
of  the  vessels  entering  the  port  being  175,630,  or  57  per  cent  of  the 
tonnage  entei-ing  all  the  ports  of  the  country.     At  this  port  the  value 
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of  the  imports  in  1016  was  $2,942,330,  or  60  per  cent  of  the  total. 
The  exports  from  Corinto  for  the  same  period  were  vnhied  at 
$3,691,748,  or  70  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  the  country's  exports. 

Declared  Exports  from  Corinto. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  as  shown  by  the  invoices  certified  at  the  Corinto  consulate: 


;i//' 


Articles. 


Cacao 

Coffee 

Dvowoods 

Gold 

Hides  and  skins: 

Alligator 

Cattle 

Deer 

Rubber 

Silver 


1915 


S7,o41 

657, 328 

2,031 

518,353 

878 
533,388 

81,109 
109, 544 

16,043 


1916 


850: 

2 

516: 


Articles. 


592, 
53, 

114, 
10, 


Silver  coin 

Sugar 

Woods,  cabinet: 

Geuizaro 

Ligiium-vitfb. 

Mahogany 

Rosewood 

All  other  articles. 


Total. 


$2, 597 


1,897 
5, 002 
2,765 
1,481 
7,505 


1, 948, 662 


.S2,015 
130, 131 


4,832 
1,849 


7,796 
11,890 


2,300,470 
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